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Burglars on Burglary 
Tips from the Big House to Your House
The convicts are going to be provided a letter of support to the 
Ohio Parole Board based on their cooperation.  The letter will be 
sent upon the video posting on the Columbus Division of Police 
You Tube channel.  The letter will detail the cooperation of the 
prisoners and authored by Warden Norm Robinson and Cmdr. 
Bob Meader.
Prior to the interviews Cmdr. Bob Meader explained that the 
convicts would not be charged with burglaries they committed 
but weren’t charged.  They were told that if they admitted to any 
sexual assault, felonious assault or homicide that additional 
prosecution would not be barred.  
Media 
Partnership between Columbus Division of Police and the Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Corrections
Abstract Convict Motivation
As an unexpected result two additional videos were created.  The 
first was initiated by the Columbus Police detectives wherein the 
convicts provided tips for law enforcement on why they did or did 
not interview when they were arrested.  This video will not be 
placed on You Tube but rather shared within law enforcement 
training.  
The second video was initiated by the convicts as they wanted to 
provide support and encouragement to children to make the right 
choices. Each convict provided their thoughts as how being a 
felon emeritus – lifetime criminal, negatively impacted their 
children, parents, friends and neighbors.  
Unexpected Results!
The crime of Burglary affects all socioeconomic levels in every 
community.  The experts who are best situated to educate the 
community on burglary are actual felonious burglars.  To help 
the community prevent burglary before it occurs the Columbus 
Division of Police Property Crimes Bureau – Burglary Unit joined 
with the Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Correction to 
create an education video highlighting career burglars in prison 
who provided prevention tips.  Two Columbus Police Officers; 
one a seasoned Community Liaison Officer – Norm Russell and 
the other a seasoned Burglary Detective – Dave Samuel, 
interviewed three burglars in two different Ohio Prisons; 
Chillicothe Correctional Institute and Marion Correctional 
Institute .  The filming was completed in 2014 by the Prison 
News Network which consists of one employee and staffed by 
professional level videographers who are convicted felons.  The 
video will be edited and placed on You Tube for the community; 
both in Ohio and outside.  The primary results have been the 
recognition by the media both print and news of this on-going 
project.   Subsequent results will be evaluated on the number 
of views on You Tube and public commentary.   
March 2014 – Columbus Division of Police Property Crimes Bureau 
management began coordination with the Ohio Department of 
Rehabilitation and Corrections by meeting with Warden Norman 
Robinson and staff from the Chillicothe Correctional Institute 
[hereinafter CCI].  CCI provided convicted burglars for initial 
interviews to determine if they would meet parameters for the 
project. 
April 14, 2014 – The Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and 
Corrections ‘Prison News Network’ [hereinafter PNN] provided the 
camera and video editing.   A seasoned Columbus Police detective 
and training officer interviewed prisoners William Coffman and 
Adam Taylor.  During the interview of William Coffman asked to 
make a direct statements to children not to follow his path from 
the streets to the prisons.  
June 11, 2014 – Interview convict Joel Hamlin at Marion 
Correctional Institution.  Channel 10 Angela An separately 
interviews Joel Hamlin.  This interview resulted in a highlighted 
story on the 11 p.m. news titled ‘Five Mistakes Criminals Count 
On’.  
August - present 2014 – Raw video has initial editing complete and 
editing is on-going. 
Felon Emeritus Profiles
William Coffman #A438111 54 y/o male who has been 
incarcerated thirty one of his 54 years.  Currently he is serving 
prison time at Chillicothe Correctional Institute for robberies 
committed in Franklin County, though he has served multiple 
terms for burglary.  His current sentence has a maximum of forty 
years; his next parole hearing is scheduled for  April 2016. Mr. 
Coffman stated his lifetime of thievery was grounded in both 
addiction and greed. Sadly his son is serving a life sentence for 
homicide at the same prison.  
Adam Taylor #A177594 52 y/o male who is incarcerated at 
Chillicothe Correctional Institute.   He has been incarcerated for 
most of the last 30 years after committing his first burglary as a 
teenager.  His crimes were committed in Hamilton county and 
admits to committing the crimes to support his addiction to 
marijuana and cocaine.  He provided tips for law enforcement on 
interviewing suspects and how the stolen property was sold to 
make money. 
Joel Hamlin #A527257 is a 37 y/o male who is incarcerated at 
Marion Correctional Institute.  He has been incarcerated for most 
of the last 22 years and is scheduled to be released January 2017.  
Mr. Hamlin burglaries occurred in Hardin County, Ohio. He is a 
lifetime thief who stole to support his addiction to marijuana and 
crack.  
Chronology of Events 
Contact
The Columbus Dispatch Editorial Board took notice and 
recognized this project on July 31, 2014, specifically mentioning 
the project’s originator; Officer Norm Russell.  
Channel 10 WBNS aired Burglars Trade Secret story on Monday 
July 7, 2014.  The story is titled as ‘Five Mistakes Criminals Count 
On’.
Cmdr. Robert H. Meader Esq.; Adjunct Professor Franklin 
University meaderr@franklin.edu or (614) 670 – 9911. 
Conclusion
The convicted burglars have provided a unique insight into the 
motivation for their crimes, why they did or did not talk to law 
enforcement and why they want to encourage the next 
generation to make different choices then they did.  Each convict 
provided a different story on their path to prison.  They began 
their criminal behaviors as teens, were addicted to drugs and 
looked for opportunities to steal.  The tips they provide will help 
the community protect themselves and their property from 
predators.  
The unexpected results of two additional video’s will also assist 
the community as law enforcement will be better prepared to 
conduct interviews.   The Making the Right Choices video is a 
candid view as to why going to prison is painful for the individual 
and their families.  
